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NEWS RELEASE
WORLD-RENOWNED ARTIST JAMES PELLERITE, WHO BROKE TRADITION WITH
NEW COMPOSITIONS FOR NATIVE AMERICAN FLUTE, WILL PERFORM AT UD
DAYTON, Ohio - After more than six decades adhering to musical tradition, flutist
James Pellerite now enjoys being a bit of a rebel. Not only did the musician make a late-life
career switch to the Native American flute, a vastly different instrument than the traditional
flute with which he earned renown around the world, but he is forging new musical territory
with his beloved wood instrument.
Pellerite will perform a blend of contemporary and classical compositions on the Native
American flute at 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 27, in the Kennedy Union ballroom at the University
of Dayton. Tickets for the performance, which is part of the University's 2000-2001 Arts Series,
are $12 and available by calling the UD box office at (937) 229-2545.
Pellerite was first exposed to the Native American flute when he retired to Albuquerque,
N.M., after 30 years as professor of flute at Indiana University. Before then he performed as
principal or solo flutist with the orchestras of Philadelphia, Detroit, Indianapolis, Chautauqua,
N.Y., and Puerto Rico and under the direction of noted conductors such as Leonard Bernstein,
Igor Stravinsky and Pablo Casals.
But it was hearing the wood flute for the first time at a Native American cultural festival
that compelled his "third career," said Pellerite, who labels himself a "recycled classical
musician."
"When I heard this amazing instrument, I became immediately entranced with its
beautiful sound. It has a spiritual quality that is captivating, and I was convinced that it could
produce only beautiful music in a performer's hands."
Instead of performing music traditional to the instrument, however, Pellerite decided to
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bring the Native American flute to a new genre- concentrating on a blend of classical and
contemporary work. He created and commissioned compositions that require a full diatonic
scale - one based on eight tones - though the instrument is carved for only a pentatonic, or
five-tone scale.
"The techniques require extending the musical boundaries of the instrument, resulting in
a fresh quality in compositional styles and musical adaptations. It's so radically different than
the type of music that has traditionally been played on this flute," Pellerite said.
Although he completed educational residencies with the traditional flute in Australia,
Japan, China, Taiwan and Singapore during his teaching career, Pellerite is just now beginning to
introduce his new music outside of the United States. "I recently returned from giving the first
Native American flute recital ever performed in Kyoto, Japan," he said.
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jpflute@aol.com.

